I9O                       IMPERIAL  GERMANY
to the things they saw, they were enabled to interpret these
things in terms of matter of fact. Circumstances, the chief
of which appears to have been the decay of personal gov-
ernment consequent on the decay of dynastic enterprise,
weakened the inveterate habit received from the past of
construing material phenomena in occult, magical, quasi-
personal, spiritual terms. This habitual imputation of spirit-
ual potendes and correlations among material facts had
fallen into abeyance in the Island sooner and farther than"
on the Continent, and the curious ones among its inhabitants
therefore fell more readily than their Continental neigh-
bors into the prosaic habit of taking these external things at
their face value, as opaque matter of fact, and so construing
them and their movements in terms of (relatively) un-
sophisticated sense perception, without metaphysical after-
thought, or with a negligible residue of such afterthought.1
In their elements, therefore, the premises and logic of
the machine technology are in every man's mind, although
they may often be overlaid with a practically impermeable
crust of habits of thought of a different and alien sort. This
. does not mean that everyone, or any community, is ready
forthwith to evolve the working technology of the machine
industry out of his inner consciousness, provided only that
no one interferes with his cogitations. Even given the
premises and the logical insight, there is a large field of
empirical, matter-of-fact knowledge to be covered under the
working-out of these premises 5 and this can be had only at
the cost of large and long experience and experimentation}
1CF. The Insthtct of Workmanship, ch. ii. iii. vi. viL